
 

 
 
 
St John the Evangelist, St Raphaël           August 2022 
 

Welcome to the Autumn edition of our Newsletter. We hope that we shall see you again soon. Please note 
that the church phone number is now: 04 94 52 07 27. 
 

Autumn Letter from the Chaplain 
 

As I write this letter to you, it is a scorching hot, cloudless day here on the Côte d’Azur. We have not had 
rain for months, even the water reservoirs are looking low. But we have been blessed in the Var this year 
with the end of Covid restrictions, the return of summer homeowners as well as holidaymakers, and almost 
normalcy. Most blessed of all, so far the Var has been spared the wildfires that have caused such damage 
in other parts of France. 
 
 It is a time of change at St John’s this fall. I begin my second contract with our congregation, and I 
will be working with the Wardens and Chaplaincy Council on continued means of resiliency as we move 
forward into the future. In my 5 years here, this is the first year I have had more funerals than weddings. 
We have also had a number of parishioners sell their summer homes and will reside full-time in the UK 
now. Age, and Brexit, have changed our dynamic at St John’s. But this is not new - St John’s weathered 2 
World Wars, the great depression, the shift from the season being Autumn and Winter, to being Spring and 
Summer and so on. Change in the wider church, as well as our Church, is always happening. Sometimes 
the pace is as slow as cold molasses and other times it is as fast as warm honey, but it is always 
happening. 
 
 On behalf of the Wardens and the Chaplaincy Council, I thank you for your continued financial 
support of St John’s. We weathered the pandemic with only a relatively small loss at our AGM. However, 
we hope to be able to build up our reserve, on the advice of our new treasurer, Martin Payne, CFA, to have 
enough for a year’s operations of the congregation. 
 
 It is worth noting that our building is beginning to show its age, with more repairs needed than in 
the past few years (such as the wall that surrounds the Vestry entrance needing major repairs) which will 
cost money. So, I pray you will consider an extra gift to St John’s on our gift days (Pentecost and Harvest 
Thanksgiving), and if we have to have another appeal next year. 
 
 We have had good stewardship results this past year, with the trees that were overhanging our 
north wall (railway tracks) being severely trimmed back, which allows sunlight to dry out any moisture that 
might linger on the wall there. We also have been added to the register of historic places in Saint-Raphaël, 
and a plaque d’histoire will eventually be placed outside the church telling people a bit about our history. 
We also were granted permission to put an overhead sign on the street side of the building, as the 
roadway is now quite narrow with parking on both sides, and people can’t see the sign on the church wall. 
We also will have our location indicated on signs at the bottom of the street and by the bridge over the 
railway. Letting people know where we are is important, especially for bilingual people who might be 
seeking a more liberal denomination in Saint-Raphaël/Fréjus. 
 
 Thanks to you all for your continued support! God continues to bestow blessings on us! 
 

Peace,   
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Our activities: 
 Ladies Who Lunch, for ladies from St John’s 

and their friends, continues monthly visiting 
local restaurants and has an ever-growing 
mailing list as more people want to join us. 

 The Wilderness Wanderers walking and 
chatting group will restart on 9 September, 
meeting on Fridays at 11am at the Base 
Nature.  

 We felt the need to organise a seminar about 
Dementia, and how to care for those with this 
debilitating disease, and this was done on 
Zoom, led by an English GP from Valbonne, 
Dr Simon Gordon, and Shirley Wrigglesworth 
from Riviera Lifeline.  

 On Pentecost Sunday we celebrated the 
Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II with a beach 
picnic at Beau Rivage. 

 The choir presented a wonderful concert of 
Anglican anthems from Purcell to Elgar, which 
was much appreciated. Thanks to the choir for 
their hard work in preparing this concert 
through all the uncertainties. 

 We continue to support Paola Solidarités with 
practical and financial gifts for the homeless in 
our area. Due to their close working with the 
Commune of Fréjus, Paola were also called 
on to help with supplies for the Ukrainian 
refugees who arrived in our area and we 
responded to this also. 

 We look forward to a visit in September from 
Richard Foster from the Philippines Self-Help 
Foundation to hear about the latest projects 
we have funded. 

 Many of our “Swallows” – those with second 
homes in the area who support us while they 
are here – have been able to return and it is 
good to have their continuing encouragement. 

 

Finance 
We are pleased to report that we have not had to 
fall back on our savings during this time of 
reduced congregations and activities, and this is 
due in a large part to all those who support us by 
planned giving. We realise that many of you 
support two churches in this way, and we are 
especially grateful for your faithfulness during the 
recent difficult times. Peter Rowson retired as 
Treasurer after 22 years and he was presented 
with an IPad in thanks for his service. We 
welcome Martin Payne as our new treasurer. 
 
A special donation has been made of a high 
quality electronic hymn machine which can be 
used to accompany the services if our two 
organists are not available. We are very grateful 
for this excellent addition to our worship tools. 

 

 

 
Ordination 
Val Kearney and her husband Des have been 
faithful supporters of St John’s over many years 
but, sadly, they have had to sell their home here 
due to Des’s medical condition so we have not 
seen them recently. However, Val has just 
completed her studies and training to be ordained 
in the Anglican Church in the Oxford area and this 
happy service took place on 2 July in Christ 
Church Cathedral, Oxford, watched by many of 
us on Zoom. She has started work as a deacon 
and we support her and Des in our prayers as 
they come to terms with this change in their life 
together. Here is the link to the service: 
https://youtu.be/zt09iBXjZW8 
 
Dates for your diary: 
 

 
15 September 18.00 – Choir concert 
“Water of Life” – a themed service in aid of 
Water Aid. 
 
18 September 10.30 – Harvest Festival, 
followed by beach picnic at Beau Rivage. 
 
1 October 11.00 – Blessing of the Pets 
Bring your furry friend to church! 
 
18 December 18.00 – Carol Service 
 
25 December 10.30 – Christmas Day 
communion 

 
Website 
Don’t forget to check our website for news 
and reports of events past and to come: 
www.sjevar.com 
 
St John the Evangelist 
117 avenue Paul Doumer,  
83700 St Raphaël, France 
 
Tel: 04 94 52 07 27 
 
stjohnsvar@gmail.com 

https://youtu.be/zt09iBXjZW8
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